
Sharia: What’s Going On? 
 

 
One Law For All and the Lawyers’ Secular 
Society are pleased to announce a 
student research competition on the 
subject of sharia law. 
 
The competition is kindly sponsored by 
the National Secular Society and the 
winner will receive a prize of £300. The 
winner and the two runners-up will have 
their essays published in full on the 
website of all three organisations. 
 
Background 
 
In June 2010 One Law For All produced a report, “Sharia Law in Britain”.  It was clear 
from this that Sharia Councils and Muslim Arbitration Tribunals are operating in 
violation of UK law, public policy and human rights. 
 
It’s unclear how sharia is being applied elsewhere in Europe, especially as mediation 
and arbitration – the legal mechanisms under which sharia seeks to operate in the 
UK – are generally less prevalent in the rest of Europe. There was even evidence in 
One Law For All’s report of sharia’s application to criminal matters in the UK. 
 
The purpose of the competition is to understand sharia’s reach and influence in 
Europe, and to highlight any harm or human rights abuses which might be taking 
place. 
 
What to do 
 
If you would like the chance to win £300 all you need to do is write a well-researched 
and well-referenced essay, of about 2,500-3,000 words in length, on the subject of 
sharia law in Europe. 
 
As we already have reasonable information on the situation in the UK we’re asking 
you to focus your research on the rest of Europe – but feel free to compare the 
results of your research with, say, some of the practices of Sharia Councils and 
Muslim Arbitration Tribunals here in the UK.  Your research can focus on one 
European country or more than one. 
 
The research must also focus on sharia’s influence on criminal law and/or family law 
matters (rather than, for example, sharia-compliant mortgages).  We’re particularly 
interested in evidence of sharia conflicting with established, fundamental legal 
principles such as gender equality, the rule of law and child welfare. 
 
We’re not just looking for research on “formal” or “official” manifestations of sharia, so 
if you find evidence that sharia is being applied in unofficial or secretive settings then 
that’s certainly worth writing about. 
 
You can also submit a joint essay, written by up to four students in total. 

http://www.onelawforall.org.uk/
http://lawyerssecularsociety.wordpress.com/
http://lawyerssecularsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.secularism.org.uk/
http://www.onelawforall.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/New-Report-Sharia-Law-in-Britain_fixed.pdf


How to do it 
 
You’ll need to email a Word document, written in English, to lawsecsoc@yahoo.co.uk 
by Friday 11 October 2013.  The winner and two runners-up will be announced on 
Friday 8 November 2013. Please check the document carefully for spelling mistakes, 
use double-spacing, and make sure it’s well-referenced with footnotes and (if 
relevant) a bibliography. On the accompanying email please provide your full name, 
higher education institution, course name and contact number. 
 
Watch this space 
 
Keep an eye on the LSS website. If we receive emails to the above address asking 
us to clarify something important then in the interests of fairness we’ll post the 
question (anonymised) and our response, on the original LSS web page. 
 
Terms 
 
- This competition is open to full-time or part-time students at a higher education 
institution within the EEA (European Economic Area) for the academic year 2012-13 
or 2013-14, including overseas students based at those institutions 
 
- The prize for the best essay is £300. This will be paid shortly after the winner is 
announced. If the essay is a joint submission payment will be made to the student 
who emails the essay 
 
- The winning essay, and the second and third-placed essays, will appear in full on 
the websites of One Law For All, the Lawyers’ Secular Society, and the National 
Secular Society 
 
- The deadline for submissions is Friday 11 October 2013. The winner and two 
runners-up will be announced on Friday 8 November 2013 and will be selected by 
representatives of One Law For All and the Lawyers’ Secular Society, whose 
decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into 
 
- Students retain the copyright in their essays but One Law For All, the Lawyers’ 
Secular Society and the National Secular Society are granted a royalty-free, 
perpetual licence to use, sub-licence and reproduce the essays on the condition they 
provide full acknowledgement 
 
- The promoters are One Law For All and the Lawyers’ Secular Society 
 

 

mailto:lawsecsoc@yahoo.co.uk

