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John V C Butcher Peter J Fisher MA(Oxon) MBE 

18 Bramble Rise 183 Central Park Road 

Cobham, Surrey KT11 2HP London E6 3AE 
 

tel. 01932 867511 and 07899 891685 tel. 020 8472 7873 and 07504 306379 

e-mail:  jvcbutcher@btinternet.com e-mail:  peterfisher183@virginmedia.com 

 

Please reply to the above address 

 

Mr ███████ 

Head of the Crown Office and Deputy Clerk to the Crown 

Ministry of Justice 

Crown Office 

House of Lords 

London SW1A 0PW 15 May 2014 

 

 

JUDGES’ SERVICES 

 

Further to our previous correspondence, we write to confirm that our letters to you and your letters 

to us so far, and this letter, have been posted on the Lawyers Secular Society’s website in redacted 

form.  As you requested, your name and personal contact details have been obscured in the letters 

so posted.  

 

We also confirm that the lists of judges who accepted invitations to the Judges’ Services in 2011, 

2012 and 2013, which you kindly enclosed with your letter dated 4 December 2013 to us, have 

been posted on that website.  They can be accessed at:    

http://lawyerssecularsociety.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/judges-service-oct-2013-12-11-lists-of-

acceptances-final.pdf 

This was done because that information does not seem to have been disclosed in the Ministry’s 

log of FoI disclosures on its website, as might have been expected.  The media are being informed 

of this – see Press Release enclosed. 

 

You will note the introductory wording explaining to readers the significance of these lists, and 

the ways in which they might be useful to litigants and practitioners. 

 

We now make a fresh Freedom of Information Act request.  Please would the Ministry disclose to 

us the communications which took place preparatory to the October 2013 Judges’ Service as 

follows: 

(a) the communication from the Lord Chancellor to the Lord Chief Justice inviting him to 

attend and participate in that Judges’ Service; 

(b) the communication from the Lord Chief Justice to the Lord Chancellor accepting the 

invitation; 

(c) the first communication from the Lord Chancellor to the Dean (and Chapter) of 

Westminster Abbey about that Judges’ Service; 

(d) the first communication from the Dean (and Chapter) of Westminster Abbey to the Lord 

Chancellor about arrangements for the Judges’ Service. 

 

We also give you advance notice that in September 2014 we shall be submitting a Freedom of 

Information Act request for disclosure to us of the names of those judges who accepted invitations 

to the October 2014 Judges’ Service, if it takes place, with a view to publishing the list.  Before 

then, we intend to draw to the attention of a number of Her Majesty’s judges the implications for 
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judicial impartiality of their attendance at any such event.  We intend to alert the Dean and 

Chapter of Westminster Abbey to the controversial nature of the event and its effects on the 

impartiality of judges attending it.  The shadow Justice Secretary also needs to be kept informed 

about these issues, in case the matter falls to him to deal with at some future date; we shall take 

care of that. 

 

As stated previously, we remain concerned that the attendance of judges at these services 

needlessly compromises their independence on religious issues, and so we shall be pursuing the 

matter until the services end permanently.  We would be willing to meet with you or any of the 

Justice Secretary’s colleagues or officials to discuss the future conduct of this matter, if that would 

help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John V C Butcher Peter J Fisher 


