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John V C Butcher Peter J Fisher MA(Oxon) MBE 

18 Bramble Rise 183 Central Park Road 

Cobham, Surrey KT11 2HP London E6 3AE 
 

tel. 01932 867511 and 07899 891685 tel. 020 8472 7873 and 07504 306379 

e-mail:  jvcbutcher@btinternet.com e-mail:  peterfisher183@virginmedia.com 

 

Please reply to the above address 

 

 

The Right Hon. the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales 

Royal Courts of Justice 

Strand 

London WC2A 2LL 

18 February 2014 

 

 

 

1. We have received the letter dated 16 January 2014 from your Private 

Secretary in response to our letters dated 5 November 2013 and 3 December 

2013 to you. 

 

2. We are grateful for the information that you take the view that the current 

Guide to Judicial Conduct is sufficiently clear on the question of judges and 

religion.  Unfortunately your Private Secretary omitted to indicate any reasons 

for that view, and given that the guide has so little to say on that matter, we find 

it surprising that such clarity can be discerned.  Any further light that can be 

shed would be appreciated. 

 

3. On the day we wrote our second letter to you, you spoke at a press 

conference, announcing that you hoped to issue “in the very near future” a draft 

practice direction (“PD”) on the wearing of the niqab in court.  And yet, three 

months later, that draft is still awaited.  We are not aware of there having been 

any public statement explaining the delay or indicating when the draft can be 

expected.  May we therefore assume that there has been some difficulty in 

obtaining the agreement of senior members of the judiciary to a proposed PD, 

please? 

 

4. Given the very fulsome remarks made by Mr Justice Munby on 29 

October 2013 regarding the secularist role of the judiciary and the support that 

you gave to those remarks at your press conference, we were surprised to be 

informed by the Ministry of Justice in a letter dated 4 December 2013 that: 

 

 “The Lord Chancellor, the President of the Supreme Court and the Lord 

Chief Justice are united in their support for the continuation of the Annual 

Judges’ Service.” 

mailto:jvcbutcher@btinternet.com
mailto:peterfisher183@virginmedia.com


2 

 

 

 

This implies that discussions about the issue of the Annual Judges’ Service have 

taken place at the highest level, and that the Lord Chancellor feels able to speak 

for the judiciary on the issue.  We should therefore be grateful if you would 

confirm whether there have been discussions with the Lord Chancellor on this 

issue, and whether the Lord Chancellor does indeed now speak for the judiciary 

on religious issues. 

 

5. We should be grateful if you would arrange for a copy of the draft PD to 

be provided to us, at such time as it is issued, so that we may submit our 

response to it alongside the responses of others. 

 

6. We end by clarifying that neither of us has any personal interest in the 

issues that we have raised.  We are not motivated by any expectation that we or 

anyone else may stand to lose or gain by any decision that is made on the 

matters we have raised.  We are simply acting as public-spirited individuals 

keen to achieve better justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

John V C Butcher  Peter J Fisher 


