
PRESS RELEASE: 6 November 2013 For Immediate Release 
 
Judges Demonstrating Religious Bias 
 
1. The secularist campaign to reduce or eliminate the appearance of religious bias among the judiciary 
has moved to its next stage.  The recent announcement by the President of the Family Division, Lord 
Justice Munby, that judges are secular has been greatly encouraging. 
 
2. The Lord Chief Justice, Lord Thomas, has been asked by the secularists to revise the Guide to 
Judicial Conduct to provide guidance about avoiding judges’ possible bias over religious issues.  The 
Guide already provides detailed guidance about avoiding possible bias over political campaigning, 
business interests, and community involvements, but fails to deal with religious issues. 
 
3. The Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC) has been asked by the secularists to explain why its 
website provides no data to show how it monitors religion when seeking equality in the judiciary, given 
that it goes to great lengths to comply with the Equality Act with other protected characteristics like 
gender, ethnicity, disability status and age.  They have asked the JAC whether willingness or reluctance 
to attend religious services plays any part in the appointments process. 
 
4. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster has been asked to advise which judges attended 
the “Red Mass”, held on 1 October in Westminster Cathedral. 
 
5. The Ministry of Justice has replied to the secularists’ letter to the Lord Chancellor, which asked him 
to end the annual Judges’ Service in Westminster Abbey, as it compromises judicial impartiality over 
religion.  The reply asserted that their concerns are “unfounded” as the judicial oath means that judges’ 
decisions are always “unclouded by partiality or bias of any kind”.  In response, they have drawn 
attention to cases where judges showed ‘apparent bias’, such as Lord Hoffman who should not have sat 
on General Pinochet’s appeal to the House of Lords against extradition (from the UK to Spain) as Lady 
Hoffman was actively opposed to the regime of that former Chile President.  The objective should be to 
ensure that the judicial oath is seen to be adhered to, and not simply assumed to be automatically 
adhered to, as the Ministry suggests.  The secularists also asked that proper legal consideration be given 
to the issues they raised in connection with that service and similar services in other cities and towns. 
 
6. The Ministry declined the secularists’ request to the Lord Chancellor to list the judges who attended 
these services, so they are asking, under the Freedom of Information Act, for the names of the judges 
who accepted invitations to the services.  They have also asked if any members of the public were 
invited to witness the recent Judges’ Service and, if so, whether they represented all religions, and none. 
 
7. In response to the secularists’ enquiry, the Ministry advised that the cost of the Judges’ service was 
about £18,000 - but that omits some major components.  The secularists have now asked for a full and 
accurate total of the real public cost of these religious observances, to include the cost of judges’ time 
(an expensive resource) and courtroom time including staff time (another expensive resource) lost on 
account of that service. 
 
8. The secularists have commented: 

“Justice must be free from religion and judges need proper guidance about that.  These services 
compromise the impartiality of the judiciary and should cease.  There is a risk that equality in 
judicial selection may be tainted by judges being expected to attend these services.” 

 
9. Copies of these (and earlier) documents can be seen at the following link:  
http://lawyerssecularsociety.wordpress.com/2013/09/26/the-church-of-england-and-the-judiciary/
10. The secularists are: 

John V C Butcher   and Peter J Fisher MBE 
01932 867511 and 07899 891685  07504 306379 
jvcbutcher@btinternet.com   peterfisher183@virginmedia.com

http://lawyerssecularsociety.wordpress.com/2013/09/26/the-church-of-england-and-the-judiciary/
mailto:jvcbutcher@btinternet.com
mailto:peterfisher183@virginmedia.com

