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Dear Mr Klendjian 
 
The SRA’s ethics guidance on “Drafting and preparation of wills”, and the Law 
Society’s practice note on “Sharia succession rules”  
 
The recent guidance issued on the drafting and preparation of wills was to support the 
profession with issues that had been raised through research conducted on behalf of the SRA, 
Legal Services Body, Legal Services Consumer Panel and the Office of Fair Trading. SRA 
guidance covers the professional and conduct duties which are detailed in the SRA 
Handbook.  
 
The guidance makes clear it is not mandatory and relates to conduct issues concerning the 
drafting and preparation of wills, rather than their content. The stated purpose is ‘This note 
reminds regulated persons of their professional duties when drafting and preparing wills for 
clients and the potential issues which managers and the COLP may wish to address in 
considering whether the firm has appropriate systems in place to achieve compliance’. 
 
At the end of the guidance note, reference was made and links attached to other sources of 
relevant information. Amongst these was a link to a practice note produced by The Law 
Society (TLS), such references are regularly attached to our guidance and are not an 
endorsement of the contents.  As many of our regulated are also members of The Law 
Society, we believe it is helpful to refer them to TLS practice notes as such practice advice 
does not fall within the remit of the SRA. 
 
However, given the concerns that have been raised in relation to the inclusion of the reference 
to the practice note, the reference has now been removed from the appendix to the SRA 
guidance note. 
 
In removing the reference to the Law Society practice note, the SRA does not accept it has 
been in breach of any duty under the Equality Act 2010 and the decision to remove the 
reference should not be taken as any comment or inference as to the Law Society’s practice 
note. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Paul Philip 
 
Chief Executive 
Solicitors Regulation Authority 

 


